
 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

CITY OF GLENDALE 
CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMISSION ON NEIGHBORHOODS 

Glendale City Hall 
5850 W. Glendale Avenue – B3 
Wednesday, February 6, 2013 

6:00 p.m. 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Barbara Cole - Chair 
    John Geurs – Vice Chair 
    Alfred Dixon 
    Melissa Neighbors 

Manuel Cruz 
Cathy Corella 
Leslie Sheeler 
Josh Marshall 

    Davita Solter 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Rebecca Ontiveros 

Carl Dietzman   
 
STAFF PRESENT:  Sam McAllen, Code Compliance Director  

     Jenna Goad, Intergovernmental Programs 
     Brent Stoddard, Intergovernmental Programs 
      
   

I. Call to Order 
 
Chair Cole called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.   
 

II. Roll Call 
 
Chair Cole conducted roll call and noted that Commissioners Ontiveros and Dietzman 
were not present.   
 

III. Approval of Minutes – December 5, 2013 
 
Commissioner Corella motioned to approve the December 5, 20132 meeting minutes 
as written.   Commissioner Solter made the second.  The motion passed 8 - 0.  
[Commissioner Neighbors was not yet present.]   

 
IV. Business From the Floor 

 
None. 
 

V. Overview of Intergovernmental Department including the Comprehensive 
Neighborhood Legislative Link Program 
 
Ms. Goad provided the following information regarding the current state legislative 
session: 

 Today is the twenty-fourth day of the 2013 state legislative session. 

 The 51st Legislature began the session on January 14, 2013. 
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 The City of Glendale has five legislative districts.  There is one senator and two 
representatives for each district. Therefore, Glendale has a total of 15 legislators.   

 The major themes of this session are:  
o Budget 
o The state budget surplus. 
o The absence of the previous state 1% sales tax increase which expires 

June 1, 2013.   
 

[Commissioner Neighbors entered the meeting at 6:12 p.m.] 
 

Mr. Stoddard provided the following information: 

 A major focus of the state government is the economy:  increasing employment by 
providing tools and opportunities to incentivize business to hire workers. 

 The government is in support of expanding Medicaid options to those in need via 
Proposition 204.  This will expand Medicare to those in up to 200% of the federal 
poverty limit.  Proposition 204 must be passed by the state legislature. 

 Various valley cities are considering proposed changes to their own sales tax 
revenue.  This includes getting rid of the Transaction Privilege Tax, whereby a 
builder does not pay sales tax on the purchase of building materials until 
construction is completed.  Once the building is sold, the sales price is considered 
the prime contracting sales price.  65% of the finals sales price is taxable.  City 
taxes are applied from the city in which the building was constructed, not in the city 
where the materials were purchased.  This is changing an important sales tax base 
and will be highly debated. Proponents feel that this change will be a break-even 
situation for the state.  However, it will surely impact tax revenue for cities.   

 The 2013 State Legislative Agenda was presented to the Glendale City Council 
last week by the Intergovernmental Programs Department.  This allows the Council 
to set priorities and guiding principles for the upcoming year.  This year’s priorities 
include fiscal sustainability, economic development, land use, neighborhoods and 
public safety.   

 
Ms. Goad encouraged the Commissioners to sign up for the Legislative Link Program 
whereby a participant can sign up to receive weekly emails providing a summary of 
legislative activity for each week.  The information on the Legislative Link Program 
includes topics significant to neighborhoods, which is very helpful to neighborhood leaders 
and residents.  This is a unique program that the City of Glendale started a few years ago.   
 
Mr. Stoddard commented that Legislative Link is specific to the state legislature.  Mr. 
Goddard noted that the information provided via the Legislative Link can be a tool for 
residents to educate themselves on proposed bills in order to reach out to their legislators 
to provide comments which either support or oppose the bills.   
 
Mr. Stoddard displayed the website for the City of Glendale where the following 
information, as well as much more, can be found: 

 State-shared revenue details 

 The 2013 State Legislative Agenda 

 State and federal district maps 

 Information on the legislators including contact information 
 

Chair Cole thanked the speakers for their information.   
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VI. Neighborhood and Human Services Department Update on Recently Completed and 
Future Neighborhood/Community Activities that Benefit Glendale Neighborhoods 
and Residents 
 
Mr. McAllen provided an update on recent activities, which included the following 
information: 

 HOA Training Academy:   
o Classes begin this evening and will be held on Wednesday nights in 

February. 
o The Mulcahy Law Firm will be presenting information at the classes. 
o Topics include:  

 The Business of the Community Association 
 The ABC’s of CC&R’s and Enforcement 
 Top 10 Common Errors Boards Make 
 Creating a Successful Community Through Proper Documentation 

 Glendale University 
o Cox Communication is the sponsor for the spring session, which is a multi-

week course.  Dates of the spring session are still to be determined. 
o Participants will learn about city government and operations.   
o Presenters include members of City Council, the Mayor, the City Manager 

and various city department staff.   

 Community Volunteer Program 
o Over 300 volunteers participated in nine different community volunteer 

projects during January.   
o Projects included MLK Day of Service, several Adopt-A-Street clean-ups 

and Midwestern University’s team building projects.  Volunteers picked 17 
tons of citrus at Sahuaro Ranch Park that was donated to St. Mary’s Food 
Bank.  Commissioners Sheeler and Soltzer participated in the fruit gleaning 
project.   

o In total, the groups volunteered 1,130 hours which is equal to nearly 
$22,050 of volunteer time.   

 Next Opportunity to Get Involved 
o Serve Day Projects for February 23, 2013 

 Orchard Glendale Neighborhood Beautification 
 Sahuaro Ranch Park Fruit Gleaning 
 Thunderbird Paseo Park Clean-Up 
 Main Library Re-shelving Activities 
 Foothills Library Re-shelving Activities 
 Blue Sky Mobile Home Park Projects 

 
Mr. McAllen announced that Commissioners Ontiveros and Dietzman did contact staff to 
note that they would be absent from tonight’s meeting.   
 
Commissioner Cruz motioned to excuse Commissioners Ontiveros and Dietzman 
from the February 2013 meeting.  Chair Cole made the second.  The motion passed 9 
- 0.   
 

VII. Commissioner Comments 
 
Commissioner Solter mentioned that on March 3rd the third annual Parent-Leadership 
Conference will be held by the Glendale Elementary School District.   
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Commissioner Corella enjoyed the information on Legislative Link and the volunteer 
events.  Commissioner Cruz and Geurs echoed the same comment.  
 
Commissioners Dixon stated that the meeting was excellent and some of the Board 
Members of the HOA in which he lives are attending the HOA Academy this evening. 
 
Commissioner Sheeler felt the meeting was very informative. Commissioner Sheeler 
shared a news item in which the City of Glendale made an incredible break through on 
gang vandalism this evening.  Approximately 50 to 70 people were arrested.   
Commissioner Sheeler hopes to hear from staff in future meetings about Code Compliance 
issues and also Graffiti Busters.  Commissioner Sheeler suggested that all meeting 
agenda information should be disseminated to the Commissioners via email or on the City 
website for the Commissioners to print out, thereby saving the City the costs of paper and 
printing.   
 
Chair Cole volunteered to be a team leader for a volunteer project. 
 

VIII. Adjournment 
 
Commissioner Dixon motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:20 p.m.   Commissioner 
Sheeler made the second.  The motion passed 9 - 0.   
 

     
 
 

Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Denise Kazmierczak 


