
City of Glendale
Library Advisory Board Meeting

Main Library, Large Meeting Room
5959 West Brown Street

Glendale, Arizona

Wednesday, October 9, 2013
6:00pm

MINUTES

I. Call to Order   – Meeting began at approximately 6:03pm.

II. Roll  Call   -  Board  members  present  were  Fallucca,  Sommer,  Shelly,  Wilson,  and
MacKay.  Chairperson Aborne (excused), Board member Collett (excused) and Board
member Bolognini were absent.

III. Approval of Minutes – September 11, 2013  
Chairperson Sommer called for a motion.  Board member Shelly made a motion to
approve the minutes to include revisions  emailed by Chairperson Aborne.   Board
member Wilson seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

IV. Business from the Floor   
Chairperson Sommer called for Business from the Floor.  There was none.

V. Arts Makerspace  
Ms. Cheryl Kennedy introduced Ms. Meredith Benjamin, Administrative Librarian
for Public Services at the Main Library.  Ms. Benjamin announced the Main Library
was  recently  awarded  $12,000  to  create  an  Arts  Makerspace.   The  funding  was
received from the Glendale Arts Commission.  She explained the concept of an Arts
Makerspace as being areas created in libraries and they are basically a large room,
which has various pieces of equipment and tools to assist in creating and developing
related ideas.  For example, a patron visits the library to review books or magazines
with information on his or her idea or ideas.  They take this information and leave the
library to try their project somewhere else.  With an Arts Makerspace, patrons can
now review the  information  they  need  from the  library,  and  take  their  materials
brought with them or provided by the library for their projects, and work on them in
the large room, or the Makerspace.

Ms. Benjamin said there is no formal training in these Makerspaces.  However, the
Main Library will offer formal training twice a month featuring artists who will be
providing instruction and then there would be open labs where the artist would be
available for questions and provide guidance.

Board member Wilson asked if the monies would need to be awarded annually in
order  to  maintain  the  Makerspace.   Ms.  Benjamin  said  they  are  trying  to  form



community partnerships, which may lead to donations to purchase and/or maintain
equipment.  These  community  partnerships  could  open  doors  to  more  community
classes and instruction.

The Board thanked Ms. Benjamin for her presentation.

VI. STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) Grant  
Ms.  Cheryl  Kennedy  introduced  Ms.  Kristen  Fletcher-Spear.   She  explained  the
library had applied for a LSTA grant, which is Library Services and Technology Act,
grant funds through the Arizona State Library, Archives and Public Records Agency
and was awarded funding to provide STEM programming and materials.  She said the
purpose of  this  item was to  inform the  board members  of  the  yearlong activities
geared toward youth through adults that will take place at the three libraries.

She  stated  a  lot  of  STEM  education  is  focused  toward  females.   Females  are
encouraged to strive for careers that are predominantly held by males.  A grant of
$20,000 will go toward programming and development.

She explained the STEM programming at the libraries is geared toward four different
age groups – early childhood, school aged children, teens, and adults.  She discussed
many  of  the  upcoming  programs  being  offered.   One  of  the  programs  is  called
Purposeful  Play,  which  will  feature  a  family  educator  from  Benevilla  Family
Resource Center.  This is one of the many programs, which will be offered thanks to
the grant received.  The program runs throughout the next year.

Ms. Spear said once the grant monies are exhausted the librarians will have to locate
another  grant  or  grants  to  fund this  program.   This  particular  grant  runs  through
August 2014.  She distributed the October brochure to the Board members.

The Board was appreciative of her information.

VII. Review of the 2013 Goals and Development of the 2014 Goals  
Chairperson Sommer reviewed the 2013 Goals and the Board discussed future 2014
Goals.

Board member Fallucca stated that the atmosphere of libraries has changed.  Years
ago everyone was encouraged to be very quiet inside the library.  That is not the case
any longer.

Board  member  Fallucca  suggested  that  she  would  like  the  council  members  to
participate  in  library  activities  to  become  more  familiar  with  the  activities  and
programs available.

Board  member  Shelly suggested  a  2014 goal  to  be to  raise  the awareness  of  the
decision makers about the importance of the library by providing tours, extending an



invitation to board meetings, and inviting the leaders of the community to participate
in library programs.

Chairperson Sommer asked that each Board member return to next month’s meeting
with two revenue-generating ideas and that  they research multi-use libraries.   No
action was taken.

VIII. Library Director Update  
Ms. Kennedy provided updates to the Board members regarding Spanish Heritage
Month, the Library Card Signup Goal, Friends of the Glendale Public Library, and
upcoming October events.

She  said  a  woodwind quartet  had  been retained  to  perform for  Spanish  Heritage
Month.

Ms. Kennedy said September was Library Card Signup Month and 1,688 new cards
were issued.

She  distributed  applications  for  Friends  of  the  Library  for  anyone  who  may  be
interested.

She reviewed the upcoming events for the month of October.

Lastly, Ms. Kennedy said she is working on a Community Development Block Grant.
She said she is submitting a grant request for funds to remove a wall between the
computer lab and the story time room at the Velma Teague Library in order to create a
larger programming space, relocating adult computers to the adult area in order to
keep adults from having to walk through the youth area, and remodel of the adult
restrooms.  Also, the carpet would be replaced as well as the security system, which is
not fully functional.   

IX. Library Advisory Board Comments and Suggestions   
Board member Wilson thanked the staff for their hard work.  Board member Shelly
said she had visited the Sedona Library and was surprised the library was private.
Board member Mackay stated he was glad to  be part  of the Advisory Board and
appreciates the Board members’ patience with his  high school  class  schedule and
sports schedule.

X. Adjournment  
With no further business, Board member Fallucca made a motion to adjourn.  Board
member Shelly seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 7:48pm.
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