Slgnals Don ‘t Always

Prevent Accldents

The iCitjr-Qf Glenclale’,s Transi;’:ortation :
" Department wants to énsure that when
- a traffic signal is installed at a specific
location; traffic and pedestrian safety |
are 1mp10ved Sulpusmgly, traffic sig-
--nals don’t always prevent : _'1cc1c‘:lcnts.

Engineering studies have shown that in

many instances, accidents increase after -
a traffic signal is installed, Not only are

_pedestrians lulled into a false sense of
- security because of the new traffic-sig-
nal, but studles have shown that rear-
end colllslons often increase as well

Placmg A Slgnal
Requires Special
Considerations

_ Wh_cn'determihing_.thtl{cr or not a
traffic signal is necessary at a specific
location, Glendale’s traffic engineers
‘evaluate and try to answer a number of
questions: - - 5, '

-

o How much traffic is there on the

intersecting streets? .
° Is there so much traffic congesuon
that drivers try to cross the inter
- _section when it’s unsafe? '
e Is peclestuan traffic high? |
e Js the street a wide, high spﬁcd and
busy 'chcu{}ugl*lﬁuc?I
o Are school children crossmg the
'~ street and if so, does the street
~ require special controls?

e Will a traffic mgna] improve the

flow of traffic or cause gridlock
with. other nearby signals?

in Glendale_

Glendale’s traffic conditions-at specific

locations are then compared to stan-

dards established nationwide in an

effort to gauge whether a signal is an

appropriate device to improve vehicle
flow and safety. If standards are not
met, motorists can expect greater con-

gestion and both an increase in acci-
~dents and traffic violations.

- Traffic S;ignals are used fo'assig.n the

right-of-way between conflicting

- movements. Traffic signals often:

replace STOP signs when traffic levels
have become too large for STOP

‘'signs to handle.

We Want To Help _—
Not Hurt! -

A signal'ﬂlat is placed pmp'erly can
improve traffic ﬂdw and decrease acci-
dents. An unnecessary signal can be a
source of danger.and annoyance to .

. motorists, pedestrians and bicyclists. -
'For example, traffic signals installed at
collector and local street intersections

do improve access onto major streets..
However, this can also have an added

‘impact on nelghbmhood traffic because
. the improved access to the major street |

may increasé. traffic levels. The waiting

time for some vehicles may also -

1ncrcasc especially for side-street tr afﬁc
Tllc- City of Glendale Transportation .

~ Department carefully evaluates all of

these considerations when determining

_where traffic signals are needed. -

' Letj,.l'J"s, Help! 1

.. If you have a concern about-traffic in
your neighborhood, please call the City

of Glendale’s Tr anspm tation
Depal tment
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