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GLENDALE’S OFFICE OF SPECIAL EVENTS 

CELEBRATES ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL SEASON FOR 

2011-12 
 

 

 GLENDALE, Ariz. – From twinkling lights in November through musical 

notes in April, downtown Glendale is packed with high-quality, family-friendly 

entertainment throughout its festival season, and this year more and more people 

enjoyed the festivities.  

 Glendale‟s festival season, which includes seven festival weekends, drew a 

total attendance of 425,000, about an 8% increase over the previous year.  Part of 

what drives that attendance number, in addition to advertising, word-of-mouth 

and reputation, is editorial coverage. Television media coverage on all of the 

festivals totaled 166 stories, had a publicity value of $203,000, reaching an 

audience of 4.4 million around the Valley and state. In addition, the Glendale 

Chocolate Affaire was covered by media all over the nation. 

 There are accolades to celebrate, as well. Glendale Glitters was 

named one of the top five festivals in the state of Arizona by AAA‟s Highroads 

Magazine. The Glendale Glitters Spectacular event was an officially-sanctioned 

state Centennial event, as was the Glendale Chocolate Affaire. 

Glendale‟s festivals are designed to showcase the historic downtown area, 

as well as the city‟s Centerline redevelopment initiative. Affirmation of this 

strategy has never been more evident than this season. Merchants in the 

downtown area reported increased sales and the importance of the downtown 

festival season to their businesses. Many downtown merchants reported this 

year‟s Chocolate Affaire as their „best-ever‟ sales. One business noted a 17% 

increase in sales over last year‟s event weekend. 
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2011-12 Festival Season Recap 

Add 1.1.1 

 

Just one of the many comments that the city staff received includes: 

“The year 2011 and now starting 2012 proved financially successful retail seasons due in a very large 

part to the draw of thousands of visitors to Downtown Glendale for Glendale Glitters,” said Ray Ralls, 

owner of A Mad Hatter‟s.  “After 15 years of owning a business in Downtown, I look forward to 

Glendale Glitters, Glendale Chocolate Affaire, and the Glendale Jazz and Blues Festival to help boost 

traffic in my store, and I know that many of the merchants feel exactly the same way.  There were many 

customers that I either overheard, or they told me directly, that they have made the lights of Glendale 

Glitters and shopping the merchants of Historic Glendale a holiday tradition for their family.  Some of 

these people live close by, while others travel from the other side of the Valley or even further.”  

Glendale‟s festivals can be relived throughout the year on Glendale 11, the city‟s award-winning 

cable TV station, or online. All four major festivals have their own 30-minute program recapping the 

sights, sounds and excitement of each celebration. Every program is available online at 

www.glendaleaz.com/glendale11 and vignettes from each show are also on the city‟s YouTube channel 

at www.youtube.com/myglendale11.  

The dates for the upcoming season‟s events have been set, so mark your calendars! 

 Glendale Glitters Spectacular Weekend – Nov. 23-24, 2012 

 Glendale‟s Spirit of Giving Weekend – Nov. 30 – Dec. 1, 2012 

 Glendale‟s Winter Wonderland – Dec. 7-8, 2012 

 Glendale‟s Jingle Bell Rockin‟ Nights – Dec. 14-15, 2012 

 Glendale Glitter & Glow Block Party – Jan. 12, 2013 

 Glendale Chocolate Affaire – Feb. 8-10, 2013 

 Glendale Jazz & Blues Festival, April 13-14, 2013 

 

For more information on Arizona‟s Best Festivals® like us on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/arizonasbestfestivals or check out the city‟s website at 

www.glendaleaz.com/events.  
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