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FINN REAPPOINTED TO TWO-YEAR TERM; CONTINUES 

CAREER AS ARIZONA’S LONGEST SERVING JUDGE 
 

            GLENDALE, Ariz. – The Glendale City Council reappointed Judge 

Elizabeth Finn in its Feb. 22 meeting to a fifth term presiding over the city’s 

municipal court, following up on the unanimous recommendation of Finn by the 

Judicial Selection Advisory Board. 

 Prior to the council’s vote, the advisory board undertakes an extensive 

reappointment review that includes interviews, public input and confidential 

surveys conducted by a private research firm. 

 With the council’s recent action, Judge Finn will serve another two-year 

term that places her on the bench through March 25, 2013.  Already, Finn is the 

longest seated judge serving Arizona.  She took over the helm of Glendale City 

Court in 2003 after nearly 24 years serving on the Phoenix Municipal Court. 

 Her tenure in Glendale has been characterized by: 

 Securing funding for innovative programs that breakdown barriers between 

police, courts, prosecutors, probation officers and others to provide a 

more effective and efficient approach to justice. 

 Development of a “treatment court” model, which moves beyond a 

punishment-only approach to help domestic violence and DUI defendants 

avoid becoming repeat offenders. 

(more) 

 



Reappointment Judge Finn 

Add 1-1-1-1-1-1-1-1-1-1 

 

 

 Creation of a six-city coordinated program to increase the number of protective orders that are 

actually served, and, therefore enforceable to give legal safeguards to victims of abuse. 

Judge Finn’s accomplishments have been recognized far beyond the city.  State and national 

groups seek her expertise, most notably on domestic violence and DUI issues, and on gender and 

cultural diversity.  Adding to a long list of honors, Branch 1 of the Arizona Chapter of the National 

Association of Social Workers will be honoring Judge Finn at a March 25 breakfast as “Citizen of the 

Year.” 

 In the past, Judge Finn has received awards for: 

 Outstanding Limited Jurisdiction Judge in the nation by the American Bar Association (1998) 

 Outstanding judge in Arizona by the State Bar of Arizona (1999) 

 One of the Outstanding 100 Women and Minority Attorneys in Arizona History (2000) 

 Award and Proclamation from Gov. Janet Napolitano for 25 years service to Arizona Phoenix 

Opportunities Industrialization Center, a community-based training organization. (2008) 

In addition to accolades, Judge Finn’s resume is one filled with service.  She has been past Dean 

of the Judicial College of Arizona and the New Judge Orientation; she chaired the Arizona Supreme 

Court Committee that developed the Benchbook for Orders of Protections/Injunctions Against Domestic 

Violence, which effectively set the domestic violence policy for all Arizona courts; she has represented 

the Supreme Court of Arizona at national conferences on DUI, domestic violence, gender and cultural 

diversity; she is a frequently requested speaker at judicial and community-based events.  

For more information on the Glendale City Court that Judge Finn presides over, go online to 

www.glendaleaz.com/courts. 
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