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 GLENDALE CELEBRATES NATIONAL TOURISM WEEK BY SHOWCASING 

SEVEN WONDERS OF THE WEST VALLEY 

 

                GLENDALE, Ariz. – The Glendale Convention & Visitors Bureau (CVB) 

is recognizing National Tourism Week (May 5-13) in celebration of an industry that 

continues to serve as a vital economic stimulus for Glendale and the West Valley.    

In recognition of National Tourism Week, the Glendale CVB is promoting its ―Seven 

Wonders of the West Valley.‖ They are: 

Sahuaro Ranch Park Historic Area:  Preserving one of the Valley‘s oldest and most 

magnificent homesteads, the 17-acre Sahuaro Ranch Park Historic Area features 13 original 

buildings, a rose garden, barnyard and historic orchards. Listed on the National Register of 

Historical Places and known as the ―Showplace of the Valley,‖ the Sahuaro Ranch Park 

Historic Area offers activities, exhibits and guided tours—keeping the history of early 

settlement and agriculture in the Valley alive. www.glendaleaz.com/parksandrecreation  

 

Wet ‘n’ Wild:  Set on more than 35 acres, Wet ‗n‘ Wild water park is the largest themed 

park in Arizona and features Maximum Velocity—the world‘s first, gravity-defying, dueling 

Master Blaster water coaster in addition to more than 30 other exhilarating slides and 

attractions. The park is located at Pinnacle Peak Road and 43
rd

 Avenue. 

www.wetnwildphoenix.com  

 

Wildlife World Zoo and Aquarium: Arizona's largest collection of exotic animals, 

including white tigers, white alligators and an aquarium featuring 180,000 gallons of fresh 

and salt water fish. The zoo boasts more than 80 exciting exhibits and draws people from all 

over the state with its unique wildlife and family attractions. www.wildlifeworld.com  

 

Thunderbird Conservation Park:  A 1,185-acre park in North Glendale, this conservation 

park is dedicated to preserving the desert environment. Park activities include picnicking, 

hiking, horseback riding, mountain biking, jogging and wildlife watching. 

www.glendaleaz.com/parksandrecreation  
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Historic Downtown Glendale:  Named as one of the country's 10 best places for shopping, 

Historic Downtown Glendale is two distinct shopping districts- Historic Catlin Court with its 

white picket fences and mature shade trees welcoming visitors to the bungalows-turned-

specialty shops, and Old Towne boasting brick-lined sidewalks and gaslights leading the way 

to one-of-a-kind shops and eateries. In addition, Glendale‘s hometown chocolate factory, 

Cerreta‘s Candy Company, offers visitors an opportunity to tour the facility for free and learn 

firsthand how chocolate is made and molded. www.visitglendale.com  

 

Challenger Space Center:  Arizona's only museum dedicated to space and space 

exploration, visitors can view hundreds of artifacts and exhibits from America's past NASA 

launches and space endeavors,  missions, or take part in one of the center's simulated space 

missions. www.azchallenger.org  

 

Lake Pleasant:  One of the most scenic water recreation areas in the Valley of the Sun, 

Arizona‘s second-largest park is an outdoor enthusiast‘s dream. The park offers many 

activities, such as camping, boating, water and jet skiing, fishing, swimming, hiking, 

picnicking and wildlife viewing. www.maricopa.gov/parks/lake_pleasant  

 

                 

                As part of the Glendale CVB‘s Seven Wonders of the West Valley Promotion, the 

bureau is giving away a ―Seven Wonders Experience,‖ which includes free admission tickets 

to Wet ‗n‘ Wild, Challenger Space Center and Wildlife World Zoo and Aquarium. To enter 

to win, go to www.visitglendale.com or stop by the Glendale Visitor Center. The deadline to 

enter the contest is Monday, May 14.  

                According to the U.S. Travel Association, more than $770 billion is generated 

annually in direct expenditures by domestic and international travelers. A recent study shows 

that direct spending in the state is at $17.7 billion annually, according to the Arizona Office 

of Tourism.  

Locally and nationally, Glendale and the West Valley welcome millions of tourists a year, 

and for National Tourism Week, residents and visitors are encouraged to stop by the 

Glendale Visitor Center to learn how to plan the ultimate staycation and learn more about 

these seven wonders of the West Valley.  

http://www.visitglendale.com/
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―With so many attractions, it is no wonder that people are visiting the West Valley,‖ 

said Lorraine Pino, Glendale CVB manager. ―Our hotels also benefit from the number of 

visitors to the region, and we are thrilled to be up nearly 7 percent in recent hotel occupancy 

compared to last year.‖  

The U.S. Travel Association also notes that direct travel expenditures produce $117 

billion in tax revenue for local, state and federal governments. Each U.S. household would 

pay $988 more in taxes without the tax revenue generated by the travel and tourism 

industry. 

To give visitors and residents additional savings, the city of Glendale offers ―Shop 

Glendale‖ discount cards, which are available to anyone who stops by the Glendale Visitor 

Center. The card offers discounts at retailers, restaurants, attractions and 

accommodations.  The card can also be downloaded at www.VisitGlendale.com. 

The Glendale Visitor Center is located at 5800 W. Glenn Drive, Suite 140 in 

downtown Glendale. Visitor Center hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday. 

For more information, call 623-930-4500 or visit www.VisitGlendale.com.  Stay in touch 

and up-to-date on travel tips, events and discounts at www.facebook.com/GlendaleCVB or 

www.twitter.com/GlendaleCVB.  
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